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SIR: 


PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Enclosed is a Preliminary Amendment in the above-identified application. 
Please amend the application as follows: 


_ In the Specification: ^ 

Page 9, replace line 17 as follows: -these system aspects.-. 


Page 215, line 1, after "super-stage." insert] -Note that if y(p) = y(q) in the guide 


of the network, where p<q, the q-th symbol of the routing tag Q Y(q) will repeat the p-th 
symbol Q Y(p) , when Q Y(p) = Q Y(q) = 'bicast', the packet may be bicasted at stage-p and then 
be bicasted again at stage-q such that undesired extra copies of the packet will be 
produced. Therefore, whenever y(p) = Y(q) in the guide of the network, the bicasting 
function of the whole stage of switching nodes at either stage-p or stage-q should be 

disabled to prevent such situation.-. 

Page 218, replace line 5 as follows: "cell." with -cells.-. 


